
SITUATION REPORT NO. 30
INCIDENT NO. 2001 - 005

DATE: August 7, 2001  TIME: 2:00 p.m.

TO: Governor John Hoeven
State Capitol
Bismarck, N.D.  58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Spring Flooding.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: No change from previous reports.

3. DAMAGES: A water line breach that occurred August 3 near the Six Mile Bay
Bridge has left approximately 15 rural homes and the Grahams Island State Park
without water service.  The line, operated by Ramsey County Rural Utilities
(RCRU), was breached by construction crews working to elevate the Six Mile Bay
Bridge to 1,465 feet. While many residences have been able to hook-up to old
wells, it is unknown whether the water is potable.  The line cannot be patched
because of worker safety and future bridge construction. The depth of the breach
is below the level of Devils Lake.  In 1992, RCRU placed the water line across Six
Mile Bay in conjunction with the original N.D. Highway 19 roadbed elevation.
Because of rising lake levels, the road and bridge were raised in 1996 and again
this year. During the first grade raise, the water line was left in place except at the
bridge site, where it was elevated.

On August 7, Devils Lake at Creel Bay measured 1,447.95 feet, a level that it has
maintained since August 1 after the area received late July rains.  At 6:00 a.m.,
neighboring Stump Lake measured 1,412.22 feet.

In Grand Forks County, heavy rain and high winds on July 31 and above average
precipitation in July caused small grain crops to lodge and promoted crop
disease, which will significantly reduce yield and quality. A Flash Situation Report,
issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Farm Service Agency,
places the percent of loss between 10 to 50 percent for 121,600 acres on 100
farms.  Crops affected include wheat, barley, edible beans, soybeans, potatoes,
sugar beets and corn.

Stutsman County officials reported that approximately 100 gallons of gasoline
spilled during a July 31 storm when lightning struck equipment on a Kaneb
Petroleum pipeline in northeast Jamestown. Initial reports indicated that 50
gallons of gasoline had spilled and damage was limited to a tree and a gas line.
However, officials now place the estimated spill amount at 100 gallons after it was
discovered that a small building housing the equipment burned. During cleanup,
workers found that petroleum products have been leaking into the ground for
many years. Approximately six to seven cubic yards of soil will be removed. In
addition, the emergency manager received additional reports of water-related
damages from six homeowners.
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Combined releases from the Jamestown and Pipestem Dams were increased
August 6 to 700 cubic feet per second (cfs) as a result of continued heavy rains
and highly saturated soils in the James River Basin. The elevation of Pipestem
Dam increased approximately 0.2 feet since July 31 to 1,445.1 feet by August 4.
Inflows remain at 350 cfs with releases at 300 cfs.  The target elevation for the
dam is 1,442.5 feet, which means an additional 2.6 feet of water needs to be
released. The elevation of Jamestown Dam measured 1,431.9 feet on August 4,
an increase of 0.1 feet since July 31. Inflows into the reservoir remain at 350 cfs
and releases at 400 cfs. Operators of the Jamestown Dam need to release 0.9
feet of water to return the reservoir to its target elevation of 1,431 feet. Higher
James River levels are increasing the water tables in low-lying areas of the city.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL:  No change from previous reports.

STATE: No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL:  No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION: No change from previous reports.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: On August 7, the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) approved Governor John Hoeven’s request to include three counties,
Adams, Golden Valley and Grant, in FEMA-DR-1376-ND. FEMA also approved
reopening the incident period until July 31, 2001.

A joint applicant briefing for the Public Assistance Program and Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program (HMGP) will be held at July 9, 9:00 a.m. MDT, at Elgin City Hall.
The briefing is for eligible applicants in the recently declared counties of Adams,
Golden Valley and Grant.

Governor Hoeven directed the North Dakota National Guard to provide personnel,
resources and equipment necessary to re-establish a safe supply of potable water
to Grahams Island. The National Guard provided Ramsey County Rural Utilities
with a six-inch assault hose to supply water to the affected area.

To date, 241 Requests for Public Assistance applications have been approved.
As of August 7, approximately $1,935,000 had been paid out by the state to 33
applicants.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No additional requests have been received.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: Appropriate state and local emergency operations plans have been
implemented.

Situation Reports published by North Dakota Emergency Management are posted
on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is http://www.state.nd.us/dem.

_______________________________________

Douglas C. Friez, State Director


